who were no better than they should be. I have been unkind to
my mother and shunned my family; for a man's true household
is that in which God is the father and we are all his children, and
not the belittling house and shop in which he must stay within
reach of his mother's breast until he is weaned."
"A man needs many wives and a large household to prevent
this cramping of his mind" said the Arab. "He should distribute
his affection. Until he has known many women he cannot know
the value of any; for value is a matter of comparison. I did not
know what an old angel I had in my first wife until I found what
I had in my last."
"And your wives?" said the black girl. "Are they also to know
many men in order that they may learn your value?"
"I take refuge with Allah against this black daughter of Satan"
cried the Arab vehemently. "Learn to hold your peace, woman,
when men are talking and wisdom is their topic. God made Man
before he made Woman."
"Second thoughts are best" said the black girl. "If it is as you
say, God must have created Woman because He found Man in-
sufficient. By what right do you demand fifty wives and condemn
each of them to one husband?"
"Had I my life to live over again" said the Arab "I would be a
celibate monk and shut my door upon women and their questions.
But consider this. If I have only one wife I deny all other women
any share in me, though many women will desire me in propor-
tion to my excellence and their discernment. The enlightened
woman who desires the best father for her children will ask for a
fiftieth share in me rather than a piece of human refuse all to her-
self. Why should she suffer this injustice when there is no need
for it?"
"But how is she to know your value unless she has known
fifty men to compare with you?" said the black girl
"The child who has fifty fathers has no father" cried the
Arab.
"What matter if it have a mother?" said the black girl. "Be-
sides, what you say is not true. One of the fifty will be its father."
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